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Annual  Report  for  1944. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

During  my  short  term  of  office  the  work  of  this  Department 
has  been  conducted  extremely  well,  and  I  wish  to  record  my 
thanks  to  all  the  staff  for  their  co-operation  and  unfailing  assist¬ 
ance  in  the  work  of  the  Department. 

I  am, 

.Your  obedient  Servant, 


* 


Health  Department, 

Spring  Garden  Chambers, 
Rawtenstall. 


T.  W.  Hied, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A. 


Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1944. 


j  legitimate  . 

r  a,-  Illegitimate 

Live  Births 

|  Total  . 

Stillbirths  . 

Deaths  . 

Birth  Rate  . 

Death  Rate  . 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  ... 


Total  M.  F. 

386  200  186 

16  7  9 

402  207  195 


.  9  3  9 

.  360  178  182 

17.3  per  1,000  population. 
15.5  per  1,000  population. 
57.21  per  1,000  live  births. 
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Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

A.L/Iy  C/ A.TJ SK^ •••  •••  •••  •••  •  * •  ••• 

178 

182 

i  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  ... 

fe  •  • 

•  •  • 

2  Cerebro-spinal  fever . 

•  *  • 

3  Scarlet  Fever  . 

. . . 

4  Whooping  Cough...  . 

5  Diphtheria  . . 

•  •  • 

6  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system. 

6 

6 

7  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  . 

2 

3 

8  .Syphilitic  diseases  . 

*  ♦  4, 

q  Influenza  . 

2 

I 

io  Measles . * . 

•  •  . 

•  •  •. 

ii  Acute  poliomyelitis  and  Polioen¬ 
cephalitis  . 

*  •  • 

12  Acute  infectious  encephalitis . 

1 

L 

13  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oeso¬ 
phagus  (M.),  uterus  (F.)  . 

5 

4 

14  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

8 

4 

15  Cancer  of  breast . 

«  •  • 

5 

16  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . 

16 

12 

17  Diabetes . -.  . 

1 

5 

18  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions . 

*9 

30 

iq  Heart  disease  . 

62 

53 

20  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system. 

1 

2 

21  Bronchitis  . 

5 

5 

22  Pneumonia . 

5 

4 

23  Other  respiratory  diseases . 

1 

1 

24  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

2 

1 

25  Diarrhoea  under  2  years  ...  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

26  Appendicitis . '  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  1 

27  Other  digestive  disorders . 

4 

7 

28  Nephritis  . 

10 

10 

29  Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis  . . . 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

30  Other  maternal  causes  . 

2 

31  Premature  birth .  ... 

7 

•  *  • 

32  Congenital  malformations,  birth 
injury,  infantile  diseases  . 

•  5 

8 

33  Suicide . 

1 

34  Road  traffic  accidents . 

2 

1 

35  Other  violent  causes . . 

3 

6 

36  All  other  causes . 

10 

11 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 

Total  . 

13 

10 

Illegitimate  . . 

2 

1 

Live  Births  : 

Total  . 

207 

i95 

Legitimate . . . : 

200 

186 

Illegitimate . 

7 

9 

Stillbirths  : 

Total  . 

3 

6 

Illegitimate . 

1 

RAWTENSTALL  BOROUGH 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Year 


1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1940 

1939 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

1932 

1931 

1930 

1929 

1928 

1927 

1926 

1925 

1924 

1923 

1922 

1921 

1920 

1919 

1918 

1917 

1916 


1915 
1914 
1913 
1912 
1911 
'  1910 
1909 
1908 
1907 
1906 
1905 
1904 
1903 
1902 
1901 
1900 
1899 
1898 
1897 
1896 
1895 
1894 
1893 
1892 


Population 


23,630 

23,630 

26,030 

25.770 
26.030 

26,810  (Birth) 
26, 910  ( Death) 
27,070 
27,300 
27.710 
27,940 
28.020 
28,130 

28.500 
28,890 
28,660 
28,660 
28,990 
28,920 
28,890 

28.960 
29,200 
29,020 
28,990 
28,470 
28,470 
27,379 
25,232 

29,018  (Birth ) 
26,032  (Death) 
30,821  (Birth) 
28,328  (Death) 
29.575 

30.600 

30.500 

30.500 
30,500 

32.960 
32,800 
32,700 

32.600 
32.200 
32,000 
31,350 
31 ,250 
31,170 
31 .090 
30,934 

30.770 
30,620 
30.460 
30,310 
30.000 
30,064 


Death 

Bate 

per 

1,000 

Birth  Bate  per 
1.000  population 

Infant. Mort. 
per  1.000 
live  births 

Actual 

Still 

Births 

Maternal  Death 
Bate 

Attendances 
at  C.W.  Clinics 

%  lh'e 
births 

Ante-natal  cl. 
Attendances 

Actual 

Lee.  Illeg. 

All 

Births 

^  > 

•  r-H 

u 

per  1,000 
live  &  still 

Pat¬ 

ients 

Attend 

ances. 

attend 

log 

Pat-  Attend  - 
ients  ances 

15.5 

386 

16  I 

17.3 

57.21 

9 

4.97 

4.86 

1102 

9004 

89.0 

277  617 

15.6 

323 

15 

14.3 

17.75 

8 

2.96 

2.89 

989 

8295 

85  8 

242  661 

12.6 

307 

10 

12.9 

34.7 

18 

nil 

nil 

927 

8247 

96.5 

205  517 

14.8 

294 

8 

11.7 

47.02 

17 

9.4 

8.92 

801 

6518 

94.7 

216  539 

14.8 

274 

5 

10.7 

46.9 

12 

nii 

nil 

659 

6000 

82.2 

134  388 

14.1 

269 

11 

10.4 

60 

7 

3.57 

3.48 

645 

6683 

80.71 

152  521 

14.0 

311 

10 

11.8 

62 

12 

6.23 

6.00 

741 

6003 

77.05 

144  373 

15.1 

257 

9 

9.7 

71 

11 

7.51 

7.22 

731 

5384 

70.46 

107  .  271 

14.4 

323 

12 

12.0 

59 

20 

nil 

nil 

832 

6322 

90.05 

142  534 

13.3 

263 

12 

9.8 

50 

22 

nil 

nil 

732 

5885 

82.9 

71  i  225 

12.4 

340 

17 

12.7 

78 

12 

2.80 

2.71 

728 

5190 

64.9 

40  127 

13.8 

270 

13 

10.0 

56 

19 

3.53 

3.31 

523 

2243 

80.6 

13.2 

307 

9 

11.0 

63 

2! 

3  deaths 

1970 

13.4 

352 

15 

12.7 

49 

22 

5.44 

5.14 

1987 

13.2 

330 

13 

11.9 

84 

22 

20.40 

1718 

15.9 

385 

12 

13.8 

95 

18 

5.03 

1585 

13.3 

354 

13 

12.6 

70 

31 

2.72 

1454 

|  13.0 

401 

10 

14.2 

58 

10 

3  deaths 

1351 

13.6 

407 

15 

14.6 

83 

8 

2 

5  ) 

1425 

13.0 

420 

13 

14.9 

87 

7 

Q 

1 462 

1 4.5 

465 

15 

16.4 

104 

15 

•> 

*  > 

1384 

13.5 

490 

16 

17.4 

75 

16 

T 

)  * 

1153 

•15.0 

471 

20 

16.9 

89 

10 

4 

» * 

1650 

12.5 

573 

22 

20.5 

68 

17 

3 

«  5 

1489 

13.3 

559 

34 

20.8 

89.1 

9 

4 

J  * 

384 

12.8 

334 

25 

12.5 

55 

7 

9 

,  , 

17.2 

343 

19 

12.8 

102 

4 

5  5 

12.37 

326 

18 

11.65 

73.31 

18 

o 

6 

J  ■> 

13.23 

485 

25 

16.54 

94.1 

24 

i 

!>  1 

16.26 

528 

20 

18.53 

133.21 

0 

15.95 

538 

24 

18.36 

88.913 

3 

14.91 

275 

18 

19.44 

101.18 

14.42 

553 

19 

18.75 

96.15 

0 

tmi 

15.14 

599 

25 

20.45 

129.80 

3 

12.22 

599 

26 

18.96 

110.4 

6 

13.96 

646 

30 

20.60 

102.07 

2 

13.97 

705 

28 

22.41 

113.23 

O 

15  46 

687 

33 

22.08 

136.11 

3 

14.4 

642 

24 

20.68 

123.12 

4 

14.21 

663 

36 

21.84 

118.8 

5 

,  , 

15.72 

675 

35 

22.64 

143.6 

2 

15.23 

687 

21.95 

126.6 

3 

,  , 

14.14 

703 

22.55 

137.9 

1 

16.66 

731 

23.5 

146.37 

o 

, 

16.7 

752 

24.3 

153 

o 

, 

15.9 

769 

24.9 

143 

16.7 

811 

26.4 

156.6 

18.8 

812 

26.6 

182.2 

1 

18.04 

800 

26.3 

173.7 

18.3 

876 

29.2 

154 

14.6 

778 

25.9 

119 

| 

18.5 

19.0 
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SECTION  B. 


Genera!  Provision  of  Heaith  Services 
for  the  Area. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES.— The  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory,  Manchester,  undertakes  Bacteriological  and  Chemical 
Examinations  for  the  Borough. 

During  the  year  the  following  examinations  have  been  made  : 

Positive.  Negative.  Total. 


Throat  Swabs  for  Diphtheria...  7  47  54 

Nose  Swabs  for  Diphtheria  ....  3  n  14 

Diphtheria,  Virulence  Tests  ....  —  —  — 

Typhoid  . . . . , .  —  —  — 

Milk  for  T.B .  1  46  47 

Bacteriological  Examinations  of  Milk  .  26 

Milk,  Methylene  Blue  Tests  .  21 

Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Examinations  of  Water..  8 

Wassermann  Reaction  .  1 

Examination  for  Gonococci  . 3 


Total...  174 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Corporation  ambulances  have  removed  to  the  Massage 
and  X-Ray  Centre  at  Haslingden  177  patients,  who  made  898 
attendances.  The  mileage  covered  for  this  purpose  was  3,455  miles 
in  the  year.  The  total  removals  rvere  2,602  covering  a  mileage 
of  32,783  miles. 

Messages  for  the  use  of  the  ambulance  are  left  at  the  ’Bus 
Shed  (Ross.  814) , 

SCABIES. — 

Adequate  washing  facilities  are  available  at  the  First  Aid 
Post.  ,,  -  • 

During  1044  fhe  following  were  treated  there  : — 


Men  . . . .  3 

Women  . . .  34 

Children  under  5  . ,...  14 
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GENERAL  HOSPITAL  TREATMENT.— The  hospital 
facilities  outlined  in  the  1938  report  have  been  available. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME— There 
ate  four  Nursing  Societies  in  the  Borough. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

MIDWIVES. — The  Lancashire  County  Council  employs  two 
whole  time  midwives  who  are  resident  in  the  Borough.  There 
are  also  three  District  Nurses  who  are  also  midwives  employed 
by  the  Nursing  Societies,  wdio  also  act  under  the  County  Mid¬ 
wifery  Scheme  in  the  Borough. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS— There  have  been  no  changes. 
The  Clinic  meets  weekly  on  Fridays  at  2  p.m.  at  6,  Kay  Street, 
Rawtenstall.  The  following  figures  give  the  work  done  by  the 
Health  department  in  Ante-natal  cases  : — 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  who  have  attended 

the  Ante-natal  Clinic  .  277 

Number  of  attendances  made  at  Ante-natal 

Clinics  . . . >.  617 

Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  by  all 
Health  Visitors  to  expectant  mothers — 

First  visits  . .  113 

Total  visits  .  227 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  provide  Ante-natal  facilities 
at  Moorland  Infirmary.  The  following  figures  show  the  work 
carried  out  at  Moorlands  for  Rawtenstall  residents  — - 

Number  of  expectant  toothers  who  are  resident  in 
Rawtenstall,  who  have  attended  the  Moorlands 
Ante-natal  Clinic  during  1944 . .  192: 

Total  number  of  attendances  made  by  the  above .  1294 

Cases  admitted  to  the  Moorland  Maternity  Home  from 

Rawtenstall  during  the  year  1944  .  1:80 
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Number  delivered . , . . .  179 

,,  ,,  by  doctors . . . . 21 

,,  ,,  by  midwives  . .  158 

Live  births . . . .  17S 

Still  births  . . .  5 

Died  during  the  first  4  weeks . .  8 


institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  or  Children. 

MATERNITY.— MOORLAND  HOSPITAL.  There  have 
been  no  alterations  made  in  the  arrangements  with  the  Moorland 
Maternity  Home  from  those  described  previously.  The  number 
of  mothers,  belonging  to  Rawtenstall,  who  were  confined  there 
in  1944  was  180. 

Seventy  of  the  180  cases  received  assistance  under  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme. 

ST.  MARY’S  HOSPITAL,  MANCHESTER.— There  have 
been  no  alterations  made  in  the  arrangements  with  St.  Mary’s 
Hospital  for  the  admission  of  abnormal  confinements. 

During  1944  27  maternity  cases  were  admitted  to  St.  Mary’s 
Hospital  under  the  arrangement. 

CHILDREN. — Admission  of  children  to  Moorland  Infirmary 
has  continued  where  necessary. 

The  Workpeople’s  Hospital  Fund  provided  treatment  for  102 
children  under  5  years  of  age,  54  as  in-patients,  and  48  as  out¬ 
patients  at  the  following  Hospitals  : — Bury  Infirmary  39,  Man¬ 
chester  Royal  2,  Burnley  Victoria  18,  Ramsbottom  Cottage 
Hospital  1,  Manchester  Northern  3,  Moorlands  14,  Burnley 
Municipal  1,  Manchester  Eye  2,  Manchester  Skin  1,  Manchester 
Dental  i,  St.  Mary’s  2,  Duchess  of  York,  Levenshulme  1, 
Manchester  Ear  1,  Accrington  Victoria  1,  Abbottsfield  Hospital 
j,  Manchester  Children’s  Hospital  14. 

PHIMOSIS,  &e. — Operations  for  the  cure  of  Phimosis  are 
dealt  with  at  The  Infirmary,  Bury,  and  the  cost  of  the  recom¬ 
mends  is  borne  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee- 


id 

During  1944  41  cases  of  Phimosis  were  treated  under 
these  arrangements. 

TONSILS  and  ADENOIDS.—' T  wentv  children  under  5 
years  of  age  received  treatment  by  operation  for  removal  '  of 
enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  under  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Scheme.  The  arrangements  have  been  the  same  as 
those  described  in  previous  reports. 

DECAYED  TEETH.— Facilities  have  been  available  for 
treatment  at  the  School  Dental  Clinic.  Nineteen  cases  under 
school  age  were  treated  during  the  year. 

DEFECTIVE  VISION. — Thirty-four  children  below  school 
age  were  referred,  under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Scheme,  for  examination  by  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  at  the 
School  Clinic. 

CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES.— There  are  four  centres, 
held  weekly.  At  the  Clinic,  Kay  Street  (Monday  and  Tuesday); 
Goodshaw  Baptist  School  (Wednesday);  Whitewell  Bottom 
Council  School  (Thursday) . 


The  attendances  at  the  various  centres  are  given  below  : — 


Year. 

Clinic. 

|  Under 

1  year 

1  and 
under 

2 

2  and 
under 

3 

3  and 
under 
4 

4  and 
under 

5 

1  No.  of 
Total  Births! 
alien-  belong-, 
dance  ing  to' 
Boro’  ; 

Breast 

Bottle 

IV  stall 

1183 

1689 

657 

274 

199 

-C  hw 

30 

3955 

1944 

C’booth 

481 

736 

266 

162 

150 

82 

1877 

W’  bottom 

776 

1341 

533 

295 

148 

79 

3172  I  402 

2440 

3766 

1456 

731 

;  420  1 

191  1 

9004 

(A)  Total  number  of  attendances  at  all  Centres  : — 

(i)  By  children  under  1  year  of  age  . .  6206 

(ii)  By  children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years...  2798 


II 

(Bt  Total  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the 
Centres  during  the  year  and  who,  on  the  date  of  their 
first  attendance,  were  : — 

(i)  Under  i  year  of  age  .  358 

(ii)  Between  i  and  5  years  . .  45 

(C)  Total  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the 
Centres  during  the  year  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
were  : 

(i)  Under  1  year  of  age  . .  310 

(ii)  Between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years  .  792 

Percentage  of  live  births  represented  by  the  number 
in  (B)  (i)  . . . . .  89% 

Home  Visits  by  Health  Visitors. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  home 
visits  made  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  the  year. 

No.  of  Visits  to  Mothers  where  births  have  occurred, 

advice  given  where  necessary  as  to  care  and  feeding...  33c 

No.  of  Visits  to  Children  under  One  Year  .  1582 

Visits  to  Children  One  to  Five  Years  .  2060 

Infant  Deaths  inquired  into  .  7 

Still  Births  inquired  into  .  — 

Visits  to  Ante-Natal  Cases  . . . .  227 

Visits  to  Cases  of  supected  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ......  1 

No.  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  (Aged  o — 5)  visited...  57 
Other  Visits . - .  49 

Total.... .  4315 


INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION  under  Part  I  of  the 
Children’s  Act,  1908,  as  amended  by  the  Children  and  Young 
Persons  Act,  1932). 


There  were  no  children  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


I 


1 


12 

ADOPTION  OF  CHILDREN  (Regulation)  ACT,  1939.— 
There  was  one  person  who  gave  notice  under  Section  7(3)  during 
the  year,  in  respect  of  one  child. 


SUPPLY  OF  NOURISHMENTS.— The  following  food, 
etc.,  was  supplied  to  necessitous  families,  and  in  other  cases  sold 
at  cost  price  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres. 


Virol  . 

Cod  Liver  Oil  . 

Cod  Liver  Oil  Emulsion  (8  oz.  bottles) 

Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Malt  . 

Dried  Milk  Foods  . 

Adexolin  Liquid  . . . 

F arex  . 

Redoxon  . . . , 

Haliborange  . 


380  lbs. 

4942  ozs. 

188  bottles. 

452  lbs. 

11,984  lbs. 

250  ozs. 

240  lbs.  10  ozs. 
58  packets. 

144  ozs. 


SUPPLY  OF  COD  LIVER  OIL  and  FRUIT  JUICE.— Issued 
by  the  Clinic  Staff  at  the  three  Centres  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry 
of  Food.  National  Dried  Milk  has  also  been  issued  from  the 
Centres  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 


ORTHOPAEDIC 


TREATMENT.— There 


lias 


been  no 


change  in  the  arrangements  from  those  described  previously. 


Twenty-two  children  under  5  years  of  age  belonging  to  this 
Borough  have  attended  the  Clinic  during  the  year. 


ULTRA  VIOLET  LIGHT  TREATMENT.— Six  children 
under  five  years  of  age  and  six  ante-natal  cases  attended  the  Clinic 
for  treatment. 


Special  Medical  Examinations. 

The  following  medical  examinations  have  been  made  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  purposes  specified  : — 

Examinations  for  Superannuation  . . . .  n 

Examinations  of  applicants  for  ’Bus  Conductors  and 

Drivers  24 
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SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances. 

(i)  WATER.  The  rainfall  in  1944  was  55.52  inches  com¬ 
pared  with  52.49  in  1943. 

There  has  been  little  change  in  the  borough  water  supply. 

(ii)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  .—Below  are  set  out 
particulars  of  bins,  ashpits,  etc.,  in  the  Borough  : — 

No.  of  privy  middens  . 

No.  of  closets  attached  to  these  middens  . 

No.  of  pail  closets . . 

No.  of  dry  ashpits  (exclusive  of  middens) 

No.  of  fresh  water  closets  . 

No.  of  waste  water  closets  . 

No.  of  portable  receptacles  for  refuse  . 


During  During 
Year  five  years 
1944.  1939-1943. 


14  60 

404 


Closet  Conversions 


I  To  Fresh  W.C.’s. 
No.  of  Privy  Closets-}  To  Waste  W.C.’s. 

(To  Pails,  etc. 

w  f  -1  ,  /To  Fresh  W.C.’s. 

No.  of  Pail  Closets  jTo  Waste  w.C.’s. 

No.  of  Waste  W.C.’s  to  Fresh  W.C.’s. 

No.  of  Houses  at  which  Movable  Ash- 
bins  have  been  substituted  for  fixed 
receptacles  . . . 


21 

21 

483 

40 

4513 

3638 

8016 


(iii)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING.— Refuse  collection  has  been 
carried  out  as  described  in  previous  reports. 


H 


(iv)  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  W.  E.  Hoyle,  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector,  for  the  following  figures  : — 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

Particulars  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee,  1944. 


Nuisances  brought  before  the  Health  Committee  .  150 

Representing  Houses  . . , . . . .  217 

,,  Other  Premises  .  2 

Nuisances  Abated .  157 

Notices  Served — Nuisances 

Informal  . 93 

Interviews . 49 

Statutary  . : . . . . .  1 


DAIRIES,  COWKEEPERS  AND  MIRK  SEEDERS. — The 
total  number  of.  cowkeepers  in  the  Borough  is  114,  the  number  on 
the  registers  being  114.  During  the  year  100  inspections  have 
been  made.  Many  changes  have  been  made  and  some  small 
farmers  have  commenced  to  sell  milk  wholesale.  The  register  is 
not  up  to  date  owing  to  shortage  of  staff. 

There  are  1 1  Dairymen  or  Milk  Purveyors,  and  all  are  on  the 
Register. 

Forty-seven  samples  of  milk  were  collected  from  farms  in  the 
Borough.  Twenty-one  of  these  were  collected  for  the  Rancashire 
County  Council  and  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  for  Methylene 
Blue.  One  sample  collected  was  Pasteurised.  This  did  not  quite 
comply  with  the  standards  required  and  the  matter  was  taken  up 
with  the  parties  concerned.  Of  the  twenty-five  samples  collected 
from  non-accredited  farms,  eight  were  not  up  to  the  standard  set 
out  in  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order. 

In  the  Tubercle  Test  of  the  forty-seven  samples,  one  proved 
positive  and  was  dealt  with  under  the  Tuberculosis  Cattle  Regu¬ 
lations. 


FARMS.- — During  the  year  no  Notices  have  been  served  on 
farms  for  alteration;  much  of  the  work  is  now  held  up  owing  to 
reduction  in  staff. 

CATTLE  SALE  YARDS  AND  AUCTION  MARTS.— 
Within  the  Borough  there  is  one  of  the  above  premises. 

DISINFECTION. — The  following  disinfection  was  carried 
out  during  the  year  : — 

Beds  disinfected  .  153 

Clothing,  Beddings,  etc.,  disinfected  134b  articles. 


Beds  destroyed .  iS 

Other  articles  destroyed  . .  169 

Rooms  disinfected  .  130 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. — There  are  three  tripe  dressing 
premises  in  the  borough;  only  two  of  these  are  in  use,  and  are  con¬ 
trolled  and  supplied  from  the  various  centres  of  supply, 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

The  number  of  Council  houses  found  to  be  infested  2 
The  number  of  other  houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  Nil 

RODENT  CONTROL- — Sixty-two  complaints  of  premises 
infested  by  rats  were  received.  All  of  these  received  attention. 

634  Sewer  manholes  were  baited  with  1,902  non-poisonous 
baits,  and  57  manholes  were  baited  with  poisonous  baits. 

In  addition,  the  rivers  in  the  Borough  were  baited  both  with 
non-poisonous  and  poisonous  bait. 
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SECTION  D. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Foods. 

INSPECTION  OF  FARMS. 


Wholesale  Milk  Farms  . . . . . . .  9 

Retail  Milk  Farms  . . .  30 

Stock  Farms  . . . . .  40 

Empty  Farms  . . . .  21 


EXAMINATION  OF  MILK  FOR  T.B.—  Forty-seven 
samples  were  taken.  One  was  positive. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  fifty-three  bakehouses  in  the  Borough,  all  are  well 
kept. 


Markets. 

There  are  two;  at  Rawtenstall  on  Thursday  and  at  Waterloo! 
on  Friday  each  week.  The  meat  stalls  are  constructed  to  comply 
with  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924.  Both  markets 
are  now  reduced  to  the  inside  only. 

DISEASED  FOOD  SURRENDERED. 

388  tins  of  meat,  vegetables,  etc. 

230  lbs.  apples. 

1  cwt.  rice. 

65  lbs.  bacon. 

5  jars  of  jam. 

15  lbs.  raisins. 

3  lbs.  butter. 

10  stones  fish. 

50  lbs.  sausage. 

10  cwts.  flour. 

were  surrendered  for  destruction  from  shops  and  depots  during 
the  year. 


SECTION 


E  > 


Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases. 


TABLE  SHOWING  NO. 


OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS 


DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  EACH  YEAR. 


FROM  1935 — 1944. 


Disease. 

1935; 

1938 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

I941! 

1942; 

IQ43 

1944 

Smallpox  . 

... 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

66 

1 

61 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Diphtheria  (including 

lb 

24 

14 

15 

18 

40 

25 

60 

Membranous  Crodp) 
Enteric  Fever  (including 

15 

8 

30 

19 

14 

54 

12 

13 

25 

27 

Paratyphoid) 
Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  } 

. . . 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

I 

•  •  * 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia  1 

48 

50 

41 

21 

38 

83 

55 

42 

50 

44 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

1 

•  •  • 

...  | 

•  •  • 

•  »  • 

•  9  • 

. . . 

9  •  • 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

5 

5 

■4 

2 

3 

2 

Cerebro-Spinal  PAever  . 

O 

0 

3 

1 

1 

1 J 

2 

6 

4 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

.  .  . 

. . . 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

.  .  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  *  • 

... 

Acute  Polio-encephalitis  . 

. . . 

•  •  • 

* 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

*  .  . 

... 

Encephalitis  Lethargiea  . 

•  •  • 

•  »  a 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

Dysentery  . 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  * 

. .  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

3 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

3 

5 

2 

O 

+4 

5 

I 

6 

8 

2 

7 

Erysipelas  . 

1  15 

28 

13 

21 

15 

17 

15 

26 

S 

7 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 

19 

1  13 

17 

13 

j  20 

15 

22 

13 

15 

24 

Non-Pulmonaiy  Tuberculosis 

8 

1  9 

11 

22 

23 

l6 

11 

8 

12 

9 

Relapsing  Fever . 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

I 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

.  ,  . 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

Measles  . 

... 

* 

•  •  • 

I 

352 

81 

357 

49 

9i 

Whooping  Cough  . 

1 

& 

i  2 

, 

60 

146 

26 

51 

53 

Totals  . 

129 

i  140 

1  131 

121 

141 

627 

i  378 

568 

278 

S29 

Not  notifiable  until  1939. 
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SCARI/BT  FEVER. — There  were  61  cases  notified,  com¬ 
pared  with  60  cases  last  year.  Clinically  they  were  of  a  mild 
type  and  there  were  no  deaths.  Fifteen  cases  were  removed  to 
hospitals* 


DIPHTHERIA. — There  were  27  cases  notified,  {compared 
with  25  cases  last  year.  Thirty  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital. 
(Several  of  these  were  (?)  diphtheria,  and  were  not  notified.) 
There  were  no  deaths. 


Material  for  immunising  children  is  supplied  tree  to  general 
medical  practitioners  on  request.  Details  of  immunisation  against 
diphtheria  are  given  in  the  following  table. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

age  m  years  on 
31st  December 

of  the  :  Persons  inoculated  each  year  from  1934 — 1943. 

corresponding  j _ 
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(In  calculating  the  totals  at  the  end  of  1944  no  account  is  taken 
of  deaths  which  may  have  occurred  since  immunisation). 
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■WHOOPING  COUGH. — No  children  were  immunised 
against  whooping  cough  during  the  year. 

KK-YSlPHlv AS.—  Seven  cases  were  notified,  compared  with 
5  cases  last  year.  None  were  removed  to  hospital. 


Hospital  Accommodation. 


INFECTIOUS 


DISEASES.- — There  have  been  no  changes 


made  in  the  arrangements  with  the  Florence  Nightingale  Hos 
pital,  Bury. 


The  number  of  cases  removed  to  the  Florence  Nightingale 
Hospital,  Bury,  each  year  since  1940  are  as  follows  : — - 


Disease. 

| 

1940 

1941 

1942 

t  . 

1943 

1944 

Pneumococal 

Meningitis 

1 

Membranous 

Croup 

_ 

_ 

1 

T.B.  Meningitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Measles 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Diphtheria 

46 

U3 

10 

24 

29 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

1 

2 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

7 

18 

15 

IS 

Erysipelas 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Fever 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

i 

I 

Totals 

57 

24 

35 

47 

52 

PUERPKRAU  FEVER. — The  arrangements  made  with 
Monsall  Hospital  are  the  same  as  described  in  the  1934  report.. 
No  case  was  treated  at  Monsall  Fever  Hospital  in  1944. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM.— There  has  been  no 
change  in  the  arrangements  with  the  Royal  Bye  Hospital,  Man¬ 
chester,  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum, 
as  described  in  the  193.5  report.  One  case  was  treated  under  this 
scheme  in  1944. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases 

Un¬ 

impaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Vision 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Number 

Notified 

Treated 

At  Home 

In  Hosptl. 

7 

2 

5 

7 

_ 

— 

SMALLPOX . — The  Corporation  owns  an  isolation  hospital 
for  Smallpox,  situated  at  The  Ridge,  Hareholme,  within  the 
Borough,  with  accommodation  for  twenty-seven  patients  and 
where  there  is  an  installation  for  disinfecting  clothing,  bedding, 
etc.,  by  means  of  high-pressure  steam. 

No  cases  were  admitted  in  1944. 

DIPHTHERIA  ANTITOXIN  is  available  free  for  the  usp 
of  practitioners  as  follows  : — - 

Central  Fire  Station,  Rawtenstall  (day  or  night). 

Public  Health  Dept.,  Spring  Garden  Chambers  (by  day 
only) . 

Police  Station,  Burnley  Road,  Waterfoot  (day  or  night). 

During  the  year  1944,  9  phials  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  of 
8,000  units  each  were  supplied  free  to  Medical  Practitioners. 
Material  for  the  active  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  also 
supplied  to  General  Practitioners  on  request. 


DISINFECTION  FOR  T.B.— During  1944,  1  room  and  2 
beds  and  were  disinfected  by  the  R.A.,  and  9  beds  and  40  articles 
destroyed. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Preven¬ 
tion  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925  or  under  Section  62  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1925. 


Borough  of 


Rawtenstail, 


REPORT 

FOR  THE 

Year  ended  December  3  1st,  1 944, 

OF  THE 

School  Medical  Officer. 


EDUCATION  COMMITTEE  : 

The  Mayor  (ex-officio)  . 

Chairman  :  Arderman  C.  Kenyon,  j.p. 

Vice-Chairman  :  Mr.  J.  Barnes,  j.p. 

Ardermen  J.  Barr itt,  j.p.  and  A.  Peer. 

Councirrors  Mrs.  D.  Aspin,  G.  *B.  Fenton, 
J.  Harriwerr,  J.  Hamer,  J.  Hargreaves,  C.  Hewitt, 
G.  H.  IyUPTON,  G.  Tomrinson  and  Mrs.  N.  J.  Phirrips. 

County  Councirror  G.  B.  Hardman,  j.p. 

The  Revs.  A.  G.  Tee,  m.a.,  F.  R.  Magirr  and 

J.  Warmsrey. 

Messrs.  A.  Nuttarr,  J.  E.  Nuttarr  and 
Dr.  Madeline  Archibard. 


STAFF 


School  Medical  Officer  : 

K.  Knight  Wood,  m.b.,  ch.b,,  m.r.c.s.,  d.p.h. 

(Resigned  31/8/44) . 

T.  W.  Hidr,  m.d.,,  d.p.h.  (From  1/9/44). 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon  and  Nose  and  Throat  Consultant : 

*  Philip  A.  Harry,  m.d.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

Consulting  Orthopaedic  Surgeon : 

*  S.  M.  MlRNER  M.A.,  M.B.,  F.R.C.S. 

School  Dentist : 

A.  C.  Walker,  d.d.s. 

Child  Guidance  Psychiatrist: 

*  Michael  Barint,  m.d.,  ph.d. 

Psychologist: 

*  Mrs.  E.  Barint,  m.sc. 

Social  Worker  for  Child  Guidance: 

*  Miss  Barbara  Cooke 

Speech  Therapist : 

*  Miss  E.  Brady. 

School  Nurses : 

§  Mrs.  E.  M.  Booth. 

(Resigned  14/10/44). 

§  Miss  W.  Atkinson, 

§  Miss  J.  Riley 

Orthopaedic  Nurse: 

*  Mrs.  E.  Bromley. 

Dental  Attendant : 

Miss  G.  Holt  (Resigned  19/8/44), 

Miss  S.  Weirding  (From  17/8/44). 

Clerk  : 

Mrs.  D.  Corringe  (Resigned  31/8/44). 

Mrs.  R.  Horrocks  (From  1/9/44). 

*  Part  time. 

§  Also  acts  as  Health  Visitor. 

S.R.N.,  C.M.B.,  H.  Vi.  Cert. 


BOROUGH  OF  RAWTENSTALL, 


/  o  the  Chairman  and  Members  oj  the  Elementary  Education 
Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gkntekmen, 

During  my  short  term  of  office  the  work  of  the  School 
Medical  Department  has  been  carried  on  with  the  same 
success  as  in  former  years,  and  I  wish  to  pa\^  a  tribute  to 

the  energetic  services  of  the  School  Nurses  and  clerical 
staff. 

I  am, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

T.  W.  Hied, 

School  Medical  Officer. 

6/3/45- 
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Report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer 

For  the  Year  ended  December  31st,  1944. 


There  are  ig  schools  in  the  Borough,  g  are  provided 
and  to  non-provided. 

The  number  of  Rawtenstall  children  on  the  school 
registers  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  2,732. 

MEDIC  AT  INSPECTION . 

The  arrangements  made  and  the  methods  adopted  for 
the  Medical  Inspection  are  similar  to  those  described  in  the 
1933  Annual  Reioort.  The  number  of  children  examined  at 
routine  inspections  was  406  compared  with  668  in  1943. 

THE  FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

A  return  of  the  defects  requiring  either  treatment  or 
observation  is  given  in  the  following  table.  The  figures 
with  reference  to  routine  inspections  refer  both  to  Rawten 
stall  and  evacuated  children  in  their  respective  age  groups. 
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Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection 


Defect  or  Disease. 

(D 

Routine  Inspections 

Special  Inspections 

No.  of  Defects. 

No.  of  Defects. 

| 

Requir'g 
treat  nr  t. 

(2) 

Requir’g 
to  be  kepi 
under 
observ’t’n 
but  not 
requiring 
treatm’t 
(3) 

Requir'g 

treatm’t 

(4) 

Requir’g 
to  be  kept 
under 
observ’t’n 
but  not 
requiring 
treatm’t 
(5) 

(1)  Ringworm— Scalp  . 

8 

1 

Skin  . 

(2)  •  ,*  Body  . 

25 

1 

(3)  Scabies  . 

2 

"  89” 

(4)  Impetigo  . 

0 
( yJ 

35 

(5)  Other  Diseases  (Non-Tuber- 
culous)  . 

9 

Sw 

5 

58 

TOTAL  (Heads  1  to  5) 

0 

5 

215 

9 

Eye  8 

(6)  Blepharitis  . 

(7)  Conjunctivitis  . 

(8)  Keratitis  . . 

1 

2 

11 

5 

(9)  Corneal  Opacities  . 

(10)  Other  Conditions  (exclud¬ 

ing  Defective  Vision  'and 
'  Squint)  . 

1 

9 

15 

TOTAL  (Heads  6  to  10) 

2 

4 

31 

Eye  - 

Ear 

Nose 

'(11)  Defective  Vision  (exclud¬ 
ing  Squint)  . 

(12)  Squint  . 

(13)  Defective  Hearing  . 

(14)  Otitis  Media  . 

(15)  Other  Ear  Diseases  . 

((16)  Chronic  Tonsillitis  only  ... 
(17)  Adenoids  only  . 

35 

20 

£ 

29 

8 

4 

3 

2 

2 

1 

4 

2 

29 

21 

37 

5 

i 

3 

2 

and  |  (18)  Chronic  Tonsillitis  and 

Throat  j  Adenoids  . 

'  (19)  Other  Conditions  . 

(20)  Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non- 
Tuberculous)  . 

12 

1 

33 

1 

1 

7 

10 

34 

(21)  Defective  Speech  . . . 

Heart 

and 

Circula¬ 

tion 

/Heart  Disease  : 

(22)  Organic  . 

(23)  Functional  . 

(24)  Anaemia  . . 

t 

1 

1 

1  j  4 

4 

1  3 

1 

5 


,  J  ,s 


Defect  or  Disease. 


.1) 


P 


25)  Bronchitis 


Lungs  J  (2,6)  Other  Non-Tuberculous 
[  Diseases  . 


Tuber¬ 

culosis 


Pulmonary  : — 

(27)  Definite  . 

(28)  Suspected 
Nou-Pulmouary 

(29)  Glands  ... 


OU  I 


(31)  Skin  . 

(32)  Other  Forms 


Nervous 

System 


TOTAL  (Heads  29  to  32( 
33)  Epilepsy  . . . 


(34)  Chorea  . 

(35)  Other  Conditions 


/  (36)  Pickets  . 

J  (37)  Spinal  Curvature 
mi  ties  I  '  Tv 

38  Other  Forms  . 


Routine  Inspections 
No.  of  Defects. 


Special  Inspections 
No.  of  Defects. 


39)  Other  Defects  and  Diseases  (exclud 
mg  IJncleanliness  and  Der 

Diseases  . 

Total . 


Requiring 

treatment 

(2) 

Requiring 
to  be  Irepi 
under 
observat’r 
but  not 
requiring 
treatrueni 

(3) 

Requiring 

treatment 

(41 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 
observat’n 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 
(5) 

!  2 

4 

4 

1 

S' 

1 

— 

1 

1 

00 

96 

160 

. 

1 

1 

3 

3 

17 

2 

1 

2 

•  1 

3 

52 

; - 

' 

’  1 

6 

% 

209 

1 

■!  97 

121 

|  686 

4 

Unclkanliness. 

The  procedure  adopted  in  dealing  with  heads  infested 
with  lice'  amongst  school  children  was  described  in  the  1941 
report. 

At  Routine  Inspections,  out  of  406  children  examined, 
36  were  unclean,  giving  a  percentage  of  8.87%.  At  the 
cleanliness  surveys  at  schools  by  the  nurses  4,824  examina¬ 
tions  were  made  and  529  found  unclean.  This  gives  a  per¬ 
centage  of  10. Q7%,  which  compares  favourably  with  last 
year’s  figure  of  4:3.2%. 
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Footwear. 

* 

The  Clothing  Rationing-  lias  brought  to  our  notice  the 
question  of  children’s  footwear.  During  the  measurement 
of  children  for  extra  coupons,  a  number  of  children  were 
discovered  wearing  shoes  much  too  small  for  them.  Small 
shoes  and  coo  tight  socks  are  a  frequent  cause  of  minor  foot 
deformities  such  as  hammer  toe.  Parents  are  advised  to  see 
that  the  limitation  of  footwear  does  not  make  their  children 
wear  constricting  footwear.  The  standard  of  general  cloth¬ 
ing  with  regard  to  warmth  and  protection  seen  amongst  the 
children  has  been  good. 

Scabies. 


There  has  been  an  appreciable  increase  in  the  incidence 
of  scabies,  during  the  last  two  years. 


Year. 

Cases  seen 

by  S.M.O. 

No.  of  attendances. 

1941 

18 

96 

1942 

64 

248 

1043 

83 

237 

1944 

89 

137 

Scabies  has  been  treated  at  the  clinic,  and  also  at  the 
First  Aid  Post  where  adequate  washing  facilities  are  avail¬ 
able.  125  school  children  were  treated  for  Scabies  at  the 

F.A.  Post. 

Nutrition. 

A  table  which  classifies  the  nutrition  of  children 
examined  at  the  routine  inspections  is  given  at  the  end  of 
this  report.  Details  of  the  supply  of  milk  and  meals  to 
school  children  are  given  later  in  this  report.  There  appears 
to  be  no  visible  evidence  that  the  war  has  had  any  deleterious 
effect  on  the  nutrition  of  the  children. 

FORDO  WING  UP. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  system  of  follow¬ 
ing  up  described  in  previous  reports. 
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The  number  of  children  re-inspected  at  the  schools 
during  the  School  Medical  Officer’s  visits  for  Routine 

Medical  Inspections  was  266. 

Visits  to  Schools  Visits. 

Visits  to  Schools  by  School  Medical  Officer  .  17 

,,  ,,  „  Dentist  .  59 

,,  „  »  Nurses  . . .  3T5 

Children  Examined  re  Cleanliness  . 4824 

Contacts  Examined  re  Infectious  Diseases  .  2 

Home  Visiting  by  Nurses. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  home  visits 
made  by  the  School  Nurses. 

Homes  of  Dental  Cases  .  1 

,,  ,,  Ophthalmic  .  3 

,,  ,,  Throat  .  76 

,,  ,,  Minor  Ailments  .  48 

,,  ,,  Infectious  Disease  . 118 

Homes  re  Cleanliness  .  63 

Other  Visits  . 61 

Total  . 370 

No.  of  Children  brought  back  from  Rochdale  after 

Nose  and  Throat  Operations  .  42 


Infestation  by  Head  Lice. 

The  inculcation  of  habits  of  cleanliness  has  been  pro¬ 
moted  by  the  Health  Visitors  throughout  the  year.  Combs 
and  lotion  are  sold  at  the  clinics,  and  special  cards  are  dis¬ 
tributed  where  necessary. 
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Work  of  the  School  Clinic. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  attendances 
made  by  children. 

Visits  to  Ophthalmic  Department  .  iSS 

,,  ,,  Throat  ,,  73 

,,  ,,  Orthopaedic  ,,  138 

,,  for  Minor  Ailments  . . .  6569 

,,  for  Special  Inspection  by  S.M.0 .  690 

Total  .  7658 


Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments. 

» 

I11  1944,  5Q4  cases  made  6,569  attendances,  an  average 
per  case  of  11.06. 

The  following  list  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  the 
minor  ailments  treated: — 


No.  of  all 

No.  of 

Attend- 

New  Cases. 

ances. 

{  Ringworm  (Scalp)  . 

5 

hi 

[  Ringworm  (Body)  . 

27 

364 

Skin  -J  Impetigo  . 

81 

0349 

|  Scabies  . 

89 

4'i3 

I  Other  Skin  Conditions  . . . . 

43 

498 

f  Otorrhoea  . 

4i 

689 

Ear  Cerumen  . 

6 

44 

(  Other  Ear  . 

.  2 

b 

Eye  f  Blepharitis  . 

.  18 

128 

)  Conjunctivitis . 

.  18 

89 

Cuts  and  Minor  Ailments  . . . 

185 

2207 

Adenitis  . 

14 

hi 

Boils  . . 

29 

249 

Scalds  and  Burns  . . . 

.  20 

218  ■ 

Warts  . 

13 

73 

Miscellaneous  . 

3 

20 

594 

6569 
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Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 

73  cases  of  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  were  treated  under 
the  Education  Committee’s  scheme. 

1 ) KFKCT I V  E  VlSI ON . 

There  were  84  children  who  had.  glasses  prescribed 

under  the  Authority’s  scheme,  of  these  45  obtained  spec* 
tacles. 

Orthopedic  Treatment. 

37  children  attended  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  they  made 
53  attendances  at  the  Surgeon’s  Sessions  and  85  attendances 
at  ordinary  sessions. 

Two  school  children  were  admitted  to  Biddulpli 
Hospital. 

X-Ray  and  Massage. 

26  children  received  treatment  at  the  Green¬ 
field  Massage  Centre,  Haslingden,  under  arrangements  made 
by  the  Workpeople’s  Hospital  Fund  or  the  L.E.A.  for  X-ray 

Photograph.  3  children  received  Massage. 

Art  1  FiciAL  .Sunlight. 

9  children  attending  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary 
have  received  ultra-violet  rav  treatment. 

The  number  of  children  receiving  treatment  by  Alpine 
Sun  Lamp  at  the  School  Clinic  was  26,  attending;  on  310 
occasions.  In  addition  16  cases  attended  the  Haslingden 
Massage  Centre  for  Artificial  Sunlight. 

X-Ray  Treatment  of  Ringworm. 

No  cases  have  been  treated  by  X-Rays  under  arrange¬ 
ments  made  with  Manchester  Skin  Hospital. 
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Dental  Defects. 


The  following  Annual  Report  is  submitted  by  Mr.  A. 
L.  Walker,  R.D.S.,  Dental  Officer. 

1  hirteen  schools  have  been  visited  three  times,  and  the 
remaining  schools  twice,  during  the  year  for  dental  inspec¬ 
tion,  the  total  inspected  being  5,821.  Of  these  2,211  were 
referred  for  treatment.  The  number  actually  treated,  in¬ 
cluding  267  “Specials,”  were  1,448. 

In  lefening  to  last  year’s  report  it  was  pointed  out 
then  that  if  the  present  concentration  of  School  Dental 
Service  for  the  Borough  was  maintained,  there  would  be  a 
very  considerable  reduction  in  the  amount  of  dental  treat¬ 
ment  tequiied.  This  has  proved  to  be  the  case  in  a  marked 
degiee,  as  Table  IV  shows.  Extractions  necessary  were 
792  less,  and  fillings  368  less  than  the  previous  year. 

Conversely  this  shows  that  sound  dental  health  amongst 
°ur  school  children  is  being  maintained  to  a  very  high 
degiee.  this  can  also  be  seen  from  the  fact  that,  from 
5,521  inspected,  only  2,211  and  this  includes  the  persistent 
“Refusals, ”  were  referred  for  treatment.  Again  much  of 
this  treatment  was  in  the  nature  of  maintenance  and  was 
consequently  not  extensive.  It  must,  however,  be  realised 
that  in  assessing  values  it  is  not  only  the  number  that  attend 
ior  treatment  which  must  be  taken  into  account,  but  the 
number  found  to  be  sound  at  dental  inspection.  The  latter 
is  important  because  it  includes  those  who  are  effectively 
helping:  themselves  by  the  toothbrush  habit.  From  all  this 
we  are  obtaining,  in  a  large  measure,  our  objective,  by 
equipping  the  school-leavers  with  a  sound  and  healthy  den¬ 
tition,  combined  with  a  knowledge  of  the  value  of  dental 
health. 


There  exists,  unfortunately,  a  regrettable  sequel  to  this. 
The  present  school  leaving  age  coincides  with  a  dental  age 
when  teeth  are  often  in  a  very  “tricky”  condition.  The 
sudden  switch  from  school  conditions  with  its  regular  meal¬ 
times,  medical  and  dental  inspections  and  regular  milk  sup- 


11 


plies,  to  working  life  and  all  the  changes  it  implies,  is  pro¬ 
bably  responsible  for  deleterious  dental  conditions  to  a  far 
greater  degree  than  is  realised.  The  dental  personnel  of  the 
lighting  services  have  given  abundant  evidence  to  show  that 
the  vast  majority  of  young  recruits  of  both  sexes  have 
received  no  regular  dental  treatment  since  leaving  school. 
So  long  as  the  present  gap  between  school  leaving  and  the 
age  qualification  for  National  Health  Insurance  exists,  the 
work  of  the  School  Dental  Service  in  an  industrial  area  such 
as  this  is  rendered  more  or  less,  ultimately  ineffective.  The 
plea  appears  to  be  for  whole-hearted  support  of  that  section 
of  the  proposed  National  Social  Insurance  Scheme  which 
would  bridge  this  very  serious  gap  in  the  health  of  our 
future  citizens. 

School  children  who  were,  in  August  last,  evacuated 
from  other  areas  to  Rawtenstall,  have  been  included  in  our 
School  Dental  Service,  and  Si  of  these  have  received  dental 
treatment. 

During  the  year  three  patients  have  had  orthodontic 
appliances  fitted  for  correcting  irregularities  of  the  teeth. 

Other  Agencies  Providing  Treatment. 

The  Workpeople’s  Hospital  Fund  has  proved  of  the 
utmost  value  in  securing  treatment  of  defects  which  cannot 
be  dealt  with  under  the  Schemes  of  the  Education  Com¬ 
mittee.  During  the  year  the  Workpeople’s  Fund  has  pro¬ 
vided  treatment  for  130  school  children.  Forty-six  of  these 
were  In-patients  and  84  Out-patients. 


JT 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notifiable  in¬ 
fectious  diseases  notified  amongst  children  of  school  age: — 


1940 

1941 

1942  1943 

1944 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . 

....  27 

16 

42 

39 

37 

Diphtheria  . 

-  ■  30 

9 

3 

11 

I3 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  . 

3 

3 

4 

5 

2 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .. 

...  4 

1 

5 

7 

1 

Erysipelas  . . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  . . 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

Dysentery  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Whooping  Cough  . 

...  11 

43 

8 

21 

18 

Measles  . 

...  134 

45 

162 

N 

32 

One  school  was  closed  on 

account  of 

epidemic  infee- 

tious  diseases  during  the  year . 

This  ’ 

was  St 

.  John’: 

s ,  Craw- 

shawbooth  ( Diphtheria) . 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA,  &c. 

During  the  year  57  injections  have  been  given  by  the 
School  Medical  Department.  30  have  been  first  injections 
and  27  second  injections.  The  prophylactic  used  has  been 
alum  precipitated  toxoid. 

The  percentage  of  school  children  immunised  against 
diphtheria  is  78%. 

No  school  children  have  been  inoculated  against  whoop¬ 
ing  cough. 

PROVISION  OF  MEATS. 

A 

During  the  year  39,937  free  dinners  have  been  provided. 

The  milk  in  schools  scheme  has  continued  in  operation 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  1,266  school  children  were  having 
milk  on  payment  (i.e.  46%).  In  addition,  94,393  bottles 
were  supplied  free.  All  milk  supplied  is  pasteurised. 


13 


cooperation  op  parents,.  TEACHERS,  &c. 

The  percentage  of  parents  attending  with  their  children 
at  Routine  Medical  Inspections  was  as  follows  : — 


Entrants  . 85.2% 

8  years  old  .  42.6% 

12  years  old  .  27% 


To  the  teachers  for  sending  in  returns  and  providing 
the  best  accommodation  in  their  power  lor  medical  inspec¬ 
tion,  thanks  are  due. 


VACCINATION. 

The  vaccinal  condition  of  children  examined  at  the 
Routine  Medical  Inspections  was  as  follows 

Entrants  . 6.2% 

Intermediates  . 6.8% 

Reavers  . 5-4% 


I  am  indebted  to  Miss  E.  Brady  for  the  following  report: 


SPEECH  THERAPIST’S  REPORT, 

Speech  Defects. 

No.  of  cases  .  31 

Discharged  as  normal  .  to 

Treatment  suspended  .  3 

Greatly  improved  .  5 


Improving  . 10 

Unimproved  .  — 

Advice  given  to  parents  for 
home  treatment  only  (us¬ 
ually  pre-school  age)  .  3 


1944. 


Stammerers. 


4 


1 

1 

1 
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EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN. 


During  IQ4F  38  school  children  were  examined  by  the 
School  Medical  Officer.  No  serious  defect  was  found  in  any 
child  and  no  application  was  refused, 


CHILD  GUIDANCE  CLINIC. 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Balint  for  the  following  figures  of 
work  done  at  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic. 

1.  Referrals* 

(a)  On  our  Waiting  Cist  on  ist  Jan.,  1944  .  1 

(b)  Cases  referred  during  the  year  .  1 

2.  New  Cases  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

(a)  Seen  at  the  Clinic  . . .  2 

Of  these  one  was  recommended  treatment 
and  on  the  other  a  diagnostic  report  was 
given  and  advice  to  the  home. 

A.  Treatment  Cases. 

Under  treatment  on  the  ist  Jan.,  1944  .  3 

(b)  Seen,  awaiting  treatment  ,,  1 

(c)  Seen,  left  open  awaiting  further 

developments...  2 

A.  Cases  Closed  during  the  year  1944. 

1.  Discharged  after  treatment  and/or  period 

of  observation  . . . . .  5 

Improved  .  x 

Treatment  discontinued — 

no  co-operation. . 3 
Deft  District  before  finishing  treatment...  1 

2.  Cases  Discharged  without  Treatment. 

Improved  since  first  interview,  treatment 

not  necessary...  1 
Under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  1 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION  RETURNS. 

TABLE  i 

MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  OF  CHILDREN  ATTEND¬ 
ING  PUBLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

A.— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups — 


Entrants  . Si 

Second  Age  Group  .  251 

Third  Age  Group  . 74 

Total  .  406 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections  .  Nil 

Grand  Total  .  406 


B— OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 


Number  of  Special  Inspections  . .  732 

Number  of  Re -inspections  . . .  785 
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TABLE  ii. 

Classification  of' the  Nutrition  of  Children  Inspected  in  (he 
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TABLE  IV.— DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 

(i)  Number  of  children  inspected  by  the  Dentist 
(a)  Routine  age-groups 
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(6)  Fillings  : —  (9)  Other  Operations  : — 

Permanent  Teeth  . . .  566  Permanent  Teeth  . 

Temporary  Teeth  .  22  Temporary  Teeth  . 

Total .  588  Total . 

(Number  of  occasions  Mobile  Dental  Trailer  taken  out  to  Schools— 20  sessions 


